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MONDAY, JANUARY 24, 2011
A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY  
STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services
The state needs to provide incentives for green technology to continue 
its economic recovery, according to Hari Singh, professor of economics. 
Singh unveiled his annual economic forecast for the region in front of 
a crowd of about 600 at DeVos Place in Grand Rapids on January 19.
Singh’s report also showed the confidence index in the greater Grand 
Rapids economy will near 60 percent for 2011. That index for the 
past two years was approximately 49 percent, below the 50 percent 
benchmark. In November 2010, the index increased to 55.26. 
“Although we are beginning to come out of the Great Recession, 
expectations are still depressed, but the overall outlook is beginning 
to take a positive turn,” said Singh. “There is a palpable increase in 
the regional confidence for the next year. The regional confidence 
has picked up its pace for the long consolidation process.”
The survey includes business leaders from Kent, Ottawa, Muskegon and 
Allegan counties. The survey was conducted in November 2010  
across sectors. Respondents used a scale from zero percent (no 
confidence at all) to 100 percent (complete confidence). 
According to the survey, employment is expected to rebound with an  
increase of 2.3 percent in 2011. Approximately 60 percent of respondents  
indicated they will hire in 2011. Overall, nominal sales are expected to  
grow by 2.5 percent and exports continue to be a bright spot with  
expected growth at 9 percent.
“West Michigan will continue to find a foothold by diversifying away from 
manufacturing into specialized services such as health care, professional 
services and education,” Singh said. “The state needs to ensure that it will  
create a highly qualified work force for the future by investing more  
resources in education. 
“Besides health care and homeland security, state policies need to 
promote more renewable/alternative energy options within the state.”
Forecast: trends drive economic confidence up
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Hari Singh, professor of economics, explains the economic forecast for West 
Michigan during a presentation January 19 at DeVos Place in Grand Rapids.
National speakers highlight extended MLK celebration
Two national speakers highlighted Grand 
Valley’s first extended celebration of the 
life and legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. 
One linked to past civil rights struggles 
and the other discussed current issues.
Mixing fire and brimstone preaching 
with a touch of modern rap, Michael Eric 
Dyson projected his vision of King’s legacy 
before a captivated audience in Louis 
Armstrong Theatre on January 19.
The popular national radio show host 
and commentator said many people 
today romanticize King but forget that 
his ideas were unpopular even within 
the African American community.
“We want to talk about the King who 
said, ‘I have a dream,’ but we don’t 
give voice to that dream,” he said.
Dyson touched on the current debate of 
changing historical language in Mark Twain’s 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. He said 
advocates for removing the n-word “don’t 
want teachers to deal with history.”
“Keep the word in and let us tell teachers 
to talk about race,” Dyson said.
He said moving beyond racism, sexism and 
classism today needs to include a discussion 
of the past. “We can’t get to the truth about 
the malady we have unless we tell the truth 
about the disease we have,” Dyson said.
On January 17, civil rights leader Judy 
Richardson told Grand Valley students 
their activism doesn’t need to begin with a 
national movement. Following a silent march 
around campus, hundreds of students, faculty 
and staff members listened to Richardson, 
a filmmaker, in the Kirkhof Center.
Richardson was a founding member of 
continues on page 3
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Michael Eric Dyson addresses the audience in the 
Louis Armstrong Theatre.
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Campus climate survey nears
First electric vehicle charging station 
installed at MAREC 
The Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy Center is the site of the 
university’s first electric vehicle charging station. The ChargePoint charg-
ing station was installed in December as part of a regional effort led by the 
West Michigan Strategic Alliance and West Michigan Energy.
“The Chevrolet Volt and Nissan Leaf make electric vehicles a reality 
on our streets and roads, and the development of a national network of 
charging stations becomes a critical priority,” said Arn Boezaart, director 
of MAREC. “It’s very timely for MAREC and West Michigan to be part of 
this new initiative that will help to bring the next generation of automo-
tive technology to our region.”
The charging station is activated when account holders scan a card that 
tracks charging purchases online. The station provides charges at two dif-
ferent voltage levels and usually takes four to eight hours to fully charge. 
MAREC will offer free use of the charging station initially and will evalu-
ate the need to charge a fee for use over time as usage and cost of the ser-
vice is determined.
“Just as a network of gasoline pumping stations evolved when the 
Model-T was released, we’ll be seeing something very similar with a net-
work of charging stations for electric vehicles being installed throughout 
the country,” said Boezaart.
Over the next nine months, a network of charging stations will be devel-
oped throughout West Michigan.
Recyclemania aims to reduce waste
For the fourth year in a row, Grand Valley is competing in Recyclemania, a 
competition among colleges and universities across the United States.  
Through April 5, Grand Valley will compete in different contests  
over a 10-week period to collect the largest amount of recyclables  
and the least amount of trash. 
The main goal of Recyclemania is to increase student awareness of  
campus recycling and waste minimization. All participating schools  
are required to report measurements on a weekly basis. 
Facilities Services showed that in 2009-2010, Grand Valley recycled 
more than 1,357 tons of material including paper, cardboard, books, glass 
and plastic, and 36.7 percent of the university’s waste was recycled. 
Last year, Grand Valley placed 36th out of 512 universities and colleges  
competing in overall waste minimization. 
Facilities Services is leading the contest, with support from Campus  
Dining, Office of Housing and Residence Life, Sustainability Initiative  
and Pew Campus Operations.
For more information about Recyclemania, visit www.recyclemania.org .
Grand Valley in Lansing
President Thomas J. Haas is pictured with Grand Valley alumni 
who are serving in Lansing as legislators. From left to right 
are Rep. Frank Foster (R-Pellston), Haas, Rep. Jon Switalski 
(D-Warren), and Rep. Thomas Hooker (R-Byron Center). Not 
pictured are Rep. Robert Genetski (R-Saugatuck) and Lt. Gov. 
Brian Calley (R-Portland).
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Members of the Campus Climate Study Committee are pictured. From February 1-14, the myGVSU Survey will be 
offered electronically — with some paper copies — to all students, faculty and staff members. The survey will ask 
questions about what it’s like to live, learn and work at Grand Valley.
Members are co-chairs Jeanne Arnold and Neal Rogness, Maximo Anguiano, Jessie Austin, Colleen Bailey, Chris 
Barbee, Philip Batty, Deborah Bayer, Gina Beach, Colette Beighley, Kelly Campbell, Sonia Dalmia, Connie Dang, 
Brandon DeHaan, Lynell De Wind, Jayne Dissette, Aaron Duddles, Robert Franciosi, Nancy Giardina, Karen 
Gipson, Aaron Haight, Larry Hamlet, Timothy Heacock, Mary Ann Holcomb, Simone Jonaitis, Marlene Kowalski-
Braun, Kaitlyn Lemon, Rhonda Lubberts, Dolli Lutes, Michael Macaluso, Anthony Mariuz, Bart Merkle, Jerry 
Montag, Martha Moore, Deborah Morrow, James Moyer, Dana Munk, Thomas Norman, Christen Pearson, Mark 
Schaub, Samantha Schenk, Susan Sloop, Arnie Smithalexander, Mike Stoll, Kathleen VanderVeen, Rebecca Walker, 
Michael Wambach, Linda Yuhas and Cynthia Zehner.
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WGVU to host screening
WGVU will host a free screening of “Surviving 
Auschwitz: Children of the Shoah” at Grand 
Rapids Civic Theatre on Tuesday, January 25,  
at 6:30 p.m.  
The WGVU documentary follows two 
concentration camp survivors during their 
journey back to Auschwitz. Tova Friedman 
and Frieda Tenenbaum were among the 
youngest of 7,000 prisoners found alive at 
the end of World War II. In 2004, the two 
women traveled to Auschwitz accompanied by 
their own children and a WGVU film crew. 
For more information, call x16666. 
Expo will focus on health, 
wellness resources
The seventh annual Fitness and Wellness Expo  
will be held on Wednesday, January 26, from 11 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, Grand  
River Room.
Resources and local services geared toward  
healthy lifestyles will be available, including 
cooking demonstrations from Meijer, massages, 
prizes and more. More than 30 vendors will  
be available including MVP Sportsplex, 
Encompass, YMCA of Greater Grand Rapids  
and UMR. The expo is free; visit www.
gvsu.edu/rec for more information.
Workshop on chronic 
conditions set
Health and Wellness will host a workshop on 
living with a chronic condition on Wednesday, 
January 26, beginning at noon in the Kirkhof  
Center, room 2201.
Participants at “Beyond Reaction: Living with 
a Chronic Condition” will learn important 
information about how to live or care for  
someone with arthritis, diabetes, cancer or  
other chronic disease. To register, visit  
www.gvsu.edu/seminar and search for  
“Health and Wellness.”
Write in journal to 
reduce stress
A faculty member in the School of Social 
Work will teach workshop participants how 
writing in a journal can help reduce life’s 
stressors and promote personal development.
“Journal Writing to Reduce Stress,” sponsored 
by Health and Wellness, is set for Friday, 
January 28, from noon-1:30 p.m. in the Kirkhof  
Center, room 2259. Dorothea Marie Epple,  
assistant professor of social work, 
will facilitate the session. 
To register, visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar 
and search for “Health and Wellness.”
Her Story series 
continues
Regina McClinton, 
associate professor 
of cell and molecular 
biology, will be the 
next presenter in 
the Her Story series, 
sponsored by the 
Women’s Center.
McClinton will give 
a presentation on 
Monday, January 31,  
beginning at noon 
in the Kirkhof 
Center, room 2263. 
The series gives 
the campus community an opportunity to 
hear authentic stories from women leaders.
Participants are encouraged to bring their  
lunches. For more information, call the  
Women’s Center at x12748.
Presidents’ Ball 
tickets available
Grand Valley’s Student Senate is hosting the  
25th annual Presidents’ Ball on Friday,  
February 4. In celebration of Grand Valley’s  
50th anniversary, “The Golden Gala” will 
highlight university accomplishments 
over the last 50 years. 
The event will be held at the DeVos Place in 
Grand Rapids, 303 Monroe Avenue NW. The 
dinner will start at 6:30 p.m. with the dance 
beginning at 8:30 p.m. Limited tickets will 
be available at the 20/20 Desk in Kirkhof 
Center. The price for the dinner and dance 
is $30 and the price for the dance is $10. 
A new addition this year is the “The 1960 
Room,” in the River Overlook of DeVos 
Place. Geared toward faculty and staff 
members, the room will feature a jazz 
band and seating for conversations.
For more information contact the Student 
Senate at x12333 or senates@gvsu.edu .
Alten paintings 
travel to Naples
In conjunction with Grand Valley’s 50th 
anniversary, more than 30 paintings by Mathias  
J. Alten from the university’s collection will be  
exhibited in Naples, Florida, home to many  
seasonal and full-time Midwesterners and  
alumni.
“Mathias J. Alten: Discovery of an American 
Impressionist,” a selection of paintings from 
the George and Barbara Gordon Gallery and 
friends, is a featured exhibition at the von 
Liebig Art Center through February 20. The 
exhibit is sponsored in part by West Michigan 
supporters of the university including Fifth 
Third Private Bank (Western Michigan); 
Plastic Surgery Associates, Dr. David Moore 
and Dr. John Renucci; George and Barbara 
Gordon; and Bette and Bernon Young.   
“I can think of no better way to celebrate 
our 50th anniversary with our friends 
in Naples than to share this incredible 
artwork with them,” said Grand 
Valley President Thomas J. Haas. 
For more information about the exhibition,  
visit www.naplesart.org .
What’s Ahead
Regina McClinton
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee. After showing a segment of her 
documentary, “Scarred Justice,” Richardson 
said it’s important to recall and retell the 
events of the civil rights movement. “People 
tend not to remember history but it’s 
important to shine a light on even the ugly 
events so as not to repeat them,” she said.
Events conclude Monday, January 24, with a 
lecture by Michelle Miller-Adams, assistant 
professor of political science. She will discuss 
“Do Universal Scholarship Programs Reduce 
Inequality? Lessons from Kalamazoo” at 6 p.m.  
in the Kirkhof Center, room 2204.
continued from page 1
MLK events conclude with lecture today
Left photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker; right photo by Amanda Pitts
Participants in the silent march walk through campus; Judy Richardson discusses her film and the early days of 
the civil rights movement during a presentation in the Kirkhof Center.
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General Events 
Through Feb. 25
Gallery Hours: MultiMedia III: Art and 
Design, School of Communications 
Celebrate 50th Anniversary. Art Gallery, 
PAC. Call x12563 for information.
Mon., Jan. 24
6 p.m.: MLK Commemoration Lecture. “Do 
Universal Scholarship Programs Reduce 
Inequality? Lessons from Kalamazoo,” by 
Michelle Miller-Adams. 2201 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/mlk for information. 
7 p.m.: Business Ethic Center Panel Debate. 
“Debating the Future of Capitalism.” 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call 
x13612 for information.
Tues., Jan. 25
Noon: Health and Wellness hosts Divorce 
Recovery group. 0042 KC. Call x12215 
for more information.
Noon: Women’s Center What Mommies Do 
Best Series. “Teaching Philanthropy to 
Your Kids.” 1247 KC. Call x12748 for 
information.
1 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. “International 
Student Experience,” by Kate Stoetzner. 
2215/2216 KC. Call x13498 for more 
information.
Wed., Jan. 26
9 a.m.-noon: Human Resources Excellence 
Series. “Success Toolkit: Mentoring and 
Team Building,” by Mitzi Taylor. 2266 
KC. 
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.: Fitness and Wellness 
Expo. 2250, 2204 KC. Call x12215 for 
more information.
Noon: Art at Noon Series. Grand Rapids 
Symphony. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for 
information.
Noon p.m.: Health and Wellness Live Better 
by Choices Series. “Beyond Reaction: 
Living with a Chronic Condition.” 2201 
KC.  Call x12215 for information. 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for 
information. 
Noon-1 p.m.: Women’s Center hosts Fireside 
Chat. 1142 KC. Call x12748 for more 
information.
2 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. “International 
Student Experience,” by Kate Stoetzner. 
107C DEV. 
3 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Backward Design 
for Course Development,” by Glenna 
Decker. 113 CHS.
4 p.m.: CD Release Celebration featuring 
Marlen Vavrikova, oboe. Art Gallery, 
PAC. Call x12999 for more information.
Thurs., Jan. 27
7:30 a.m. Downtown Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for information. 
Noon: LGBT Resource Center hosts 
“Organize! Organize! Organize!” by 
Suzanne Pharr and Paulina Hernandez. 
2204 KC. Call x12530 for information. 
1:30 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Backward 
Design for Course Development,” by 
Glenna Decker. B-4-243 MAK.
4:30 p.m.: Johnson Center for Philanthropy 
hosts Nonprofit Board Certification 
Program. Bicycle Factory. Call x17585 for 
information.
6 p.m.: Open Dress Rehearsal with Richard 
Stoezel, trumpet, and Solee Lee-Clark, 
organ. CDC. Call x13484 for information.
7 p.m. Hauenstein Center for Presidential 
Studies Lecture. “Democracy’s Greatest 
Leaders: Abraham Lincoln and Winston 
Churchill,” by Gleaves Whitney. Gerald 
R. Ford Museum. Call x12770 for infor-
mation.
Fri., Jan. 28
Noon: Health and Wellness Workshop. 
“Journaling Writing to Reduce Stress.” 
2259 KC. 
3 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Reading 
McLuhan’s Understanding Media,” by 
Corey Anton. 2263 KC. Call x13498 for 
more information.
Sports
Wed., Jan. 26
7 p.m.: Women’s basketball hosts Urbana 
University. 
Sat., Jan. 29
6 p.m.: Women’s basketball hosts Ferris State 
University. 131 Showdown. Van Andel 
Arena, Grand Rapids.
8 p.m.: Men’s basketball hosts Ferris State 
University. 131 Showdown. Van Andel 
Arena, Grand Rapids.
Sketches
Jack Mangala, associate professor of African/
African American studies and political 
science, edited two books, Africa and the 
New World Era: From Humanitarianism to a 
Strategic View and New Security Threats and 
Crises in Africa: Regional and International 
Perspectives, published by Palgrave Macmillan. 
Andrea Bostrom, professor of nursing, was 
appointed to the Adult Major Depressive 
Disorder Work Group, created by the Physician 
Consortium for Performance Improvement and 
convened by the American Medical Association. 
Firas Hindeleh, assistant professor of 
mathematics, gave presentations, “Using  
Bluetooth Technology in a Proof-Writing  
Course” and “Killing’s Equation for Invariant  
Metrics on Lie Groups,” at the Joint 
Mathematics Meetings in New Orleans,  
Louisiana.
Cindy Beel-Bates, associate professor of 
nursing, and Jeanne Smith, simulation 
instructional designer, will attend the Harvard 
Macy Institute Program for Educators in the  
Health Professions.
Sue Mlynarczyk, associate professor of 
nursing, gave a presentation, “Student 
Understanding of the Role of a Liberal Arts  
Education in the Practice of Nursing,” at the  
American Association of Colleges of Nursing’s  
Baccalaureate Education Conference in  
Orlando, Florida.
In the News
Rob Franciosi, professor of English, was 
interviewed by WXMI-TV and WPRR for 
stories about Grand Rapids Civic Theatre’s 
production of “The Diary of Anne Frank.” He 
served as the production’s literary advisor 
and participated in two talk-back sessions 
with Dutch resistance activist Diet Eman. 
Peter Wampler, associate professor of geology, 
and Mark Schaub, director of the Padnos 
International Center, were interviewed by 
Michigan Radio, WGVU, WOOD-TV and 
WXMI-TV for stories about the scholarship 
fund to help students from Haiti.
Faculty and Staff Sketches
